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Final OK for Steel Mill Complex
PC&C Gets More Hoppers
Steam Fireman, Railroad Modeler, Pastor
This N’ That
At the May business meeting the members of the QSME voted to make the final changes in
the plan for the steel Mill Complex being constructed in Benezette. Last time I wrote we were going to
make a two track main from Driftwood to the west switch at Benezette. Change That. It’s back to a
single track main. It will not require any physical changes to the town of Driftwood or extend the
Driftwood siding.
The new main line will eliminate the main that went through Benezette. It runs along the wall at
the rear of the railroad room. From a point near the bridge over the main line leading to Clarion, a
new left hand powered switch will be installed with the track entering the north side of Benezette.
(That is the side closest to Clarion and Emporium).
(left) this is the new track
between Driftwood and the
former west Beneze tte switch
The old switch is just off the left
side of the photo. Incoming raw
material shipment (via rail) will
require both Eastbound and
Westbound movements into the
complex using both legs of the
Wye. For example most Iron
Ore shipments arrive
via
railroad ore cars at the
Ashtabula Harbor docks on
barges on Lake Erie. A few cars
of lower grade ore come from
the
Moffat
Mines
in
Pennsylvania, and are picked
up at Portland Mills.
The complex, when completed, will feature sufficient sites for raw materials including
iron ore, coke, flux (gravel) and other minor materials used for specialty steel. There will also be a
sizeable scrap iron yard with a crane to unload and sort the scrap.
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Penn Coal & Coke Receives First Shipment of Second-Hand Hoppers
In April 1956, the narrow gauge East Broad Top Railroad ceased operations. Soon after that,
Kovalchick Salvage Company of Indiana, Pennsylvania purchased the railroad and all of its assets.
While Nick Kovalchick did not want to scrap the EBT, he did realize that there were a lot of steel 3
bay hoppers that were not needed for the tourist operation he had planned.
After he had sold a few hoppers to the Denver & Rio Grande, Mr. Kovalchick contacted the
Penn Coal & Coke early in 1958 about the excess hoppers, and inquired if they would care to
purchase some of them. After studying the condition of the current PC&C equipment, the decision
was made to purchase several of the EBT hoppers.
The PC&C then contacted the Pennsylvania Railroad about the shipment of the hoppers. The
PRR agreed to equip their flat car 475261 with semi-permanent blocking and rigging to accommodate
the loading and shipment of the narrow gauge hoppers and their trucks. This flat car will remain in
captive service until all of the purchased hoppers have been delivered.
The hoppers will be shipped approximately
one every two weeks. Loading will be
performed at Mt. Union, utilizing the Timber
Transfer. The routing will be PRR, Mt.
Union to Harrisburg; Chesapeake & Lake
Erie, Harrisburg to Johnsonburg; Elk
County
Railway,
Johnsonburg
to
Montmorenci. Unloading will take place at
Montmorenci and the hoppers will be put
into service after inspection, servicing and
renumbering to the PC&C 500 series. EBT
#1002 arrived on a sunny day in June.
(above provided by Gary Roe)

On that same sunny day
Elk County Railway took showed
off its new caboose numbered
101.
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The Mauvaise Terre Valley Railroad
Those who have been invited to visit Van McCullough at his home in Jacksonville have made
their way to basement to see the well detailed and excellently running HO scale model railroad built
by Van. He sort of comes by model railroading naturally. He was born in Jacksonville and grew up on
a farm at the edge of the community of Riggston. Both of these towns were served by the CB&Q in
the heyday of steam.
He hung around the Q track at Riggston enough that engine crews referred to him as the
Riggston Yard Master and invited him to ride an engine on short trips. One of the engineers became
a good friend and took Van to the Chicago Railroad Fair in the summer of 1948. It was enough to
make him want to become member of a steam engine crew.
His next step was to discover Bluffs IL. It was the divergence point along the main line of the
Wabash between Decatur IL and Hannibal MO and the branch line northwest to Keokuk IA. He was
encouraged to take student trips firing the small steam engines to Keokuk under the tutelage of a
regular fireman. Van spent the years from 1948 to the summer of 1954 going to school and student
firing whenever he could get the time. He and engineer Slony Dunham hold the record for a steam
fired engine operating between Bluffs and Keokuk hauling a heavy train both ways on the hottest day
on record in Western Illinois. I was working at WGEM when the temperature hit 113 degrees on July
13th 1954.
Van’s hopes to be on a steam crew faded when the Wabash joined other railroads in switching
to diesel engines. At This point Van decided to enter the ministry and he became an ordained
Lutheran Pastor in the summer of 1959. He also made one other very important decision and a good
choice, a year earlier when he and Yvonne were married.
When he couldn’t work for the railroad, he turned to modeling, which brings us to the Mauvaise
Terre Valley RR.

As expected Van’s railroad
features plenty of steam. This
roundhouse is at Keokuk. I
recall that Van told us when we
made the tour of the old
Wabash line, that here was an
engine facility on the riverfront.
You will find a very limited
number of first generation
diesels.
This is one of the first areas to
be seen on the layout when you
enter his basement.
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You’d never guess where this
is? It’s East Hannibal.
Again Van used the modelers
license to give him a large yard at
the west end of the railroad.

Van’s railroad is operated on a fairly regular basis by a friendly group of model railroad fans
that includes Van, Tom Holliday, John Keenan and David Tiffany all of Jacksonville along with Dudley
Motley from Pittsfield. Luckily we get to see some of these folks on a non-regular basis at the
Chesapeake and Lake Erie.
Have you ever heard of Schmoos? They were the brainchild of cartoonist Al Capp who created
the cartoon strip “Lil’ Abner”. Lil Abner was a very successful strip and later became a Broadway
Musical and a movie. Schmoos loved nothing better than to serve people. They would gladly allow
themselves to be cooked. If you wanted chicken they tasted like chicken, or steak or ham. Anyway
one day they simply turned up on Van’s layout at the Keokuk Depot.

Here are the Schmoos.
They were very easy to draw,
just white almost ghostly
features with two eyes and a
mouth and a hint of wings or
arms. Their method of getting
around was never determined
but it didn’t really matter. Van
says after this appearance at
Keokuk, they took to the hills
because they didn’t like all the
hustle of the big city.
You’ve got to have some fun
with your railroading. page 4

Remember Van grew up near
Riggston, a small town west of
Jacksonville. This is
Riggston and Van says it is the
closest to reality on his layout.
It does have that rural Morgan
County appearance.

This is the right hand side of the above
photo. This one is even closer to the real
farm where Van was raised.
He says it is about 85 % accurate and
the house almost matches the one in
which they lived.

Like most of us in this hobby,
our railroads are never finished,
neither is Van’s.
This very large span connects
two parts of the newest addition
the Calhoun Central RR, a logging
line with geared steam engines.

Van’s railroad is an example of what can be done in a limited space. He uses the rest of the
basement for a workshop and for storage. If you happen to use the rest room don’t be surprised if
some cars start moving from an elevator type storage unit. He keeps short trains all made up on
tracks that can be raised and lowered and then move onto the main layout.
And if you ever want to hear how the old days of steam were, just ask him to tell about the trips
he made on both the Q and Wabash.
Below is one final picture. I wonder how many can name the original use of the loads in the
gondolas?
They are flash cubes.
The idea was in an early copy of
Railroad Model Craftsman.
Don’t you wish you had
saved some of those old cubes?
I have no idea how many
of them I threw away.
Van, a big thank you for letting
us show off your railroad. Keep
building more and operating
longer.

This N’ That & Big Railroads
Over the Memorial Day weekend the Golden Gate Railroad Museum held a 1 to 1
operating session. Carol Ohman, a native of Quincy who visited the QSME layout several years ago,
belongs to the museum and her husband Errol is a certified Steam Engineer. She forwarded the web
site pictures from the weekend. Here are the four sites and four sets of very good pictures.
http://www.ggrm.org/photoalbum_slideshow.aspx?albumid=20&index=14
http://www.ggrm.org/photoalbum_slideshow.aspx?albumid=20&index=23
http://www.ggrm.org/photoalbum_slideshow.aspx?albumid=20&index=12
http://www.ggrm.org/Photoalbum_summary.aspx?Albumid=20

When the UP steam engine 844 made a westward swing earlier this spring, Carol and Errol
were able to go a short distance from their home to see the engine pass. Later it made an
appearance with the GGRM SP 4-6-2 steam engine #2472 which is operating at the Niles Canyon
museum. Carol and Errol are also members of the Niles Canyon group. It operates both steam and
diesel most of the year. This next website from GGRM features video of the meet between #844,
$2472, and Robert Dollar #3. http://www.ggrm.org/news_list.aspx
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Several of us have
regular coffee sessions Friday
mornings at Panera’s near 36th
and Broadway. Among our
group are Judy and Joe
Winkleman. One morning Judy
showed up with some really
interesting pictures from the
earlier days of railroading. They
featured her mother, Margaret
Bowles Rogers, who was
employed by the passenger
division of the Milwaukee
railroad in Union Station in
Chicago. This is one of the
pictures.
When I first saw it I thought it
was some type of Doodlebug
and Judy’s mother was christening it with a bottle of Champagne. That may have been true at the
time, but there’s no record of the CMSTP&P having any doodlebug of that type.
I turned it over to our resident Milwaukee expert Jim Keller. It didn’t take him long at all to come up
with a picture of the unit taken later in its life.
The car became Milwaukee
Road Inspection Car #2. They
changed the front by increasing
the size of the radiator probably
because the car then traveled at
slower speeds. Other changes
included a bell, new headlights
and a horn.
Thanks Judy and thanks Jim.

Judy’s dad was an engineer for the Milwaukee and was running an engine for Queen Juliana
of the Netherlands when she visited America in the mid 1930s
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Short Lines
When the Chesapeake and Lake Erie Railroad was begun I doubt that anyone ever thought we
would be discussing a short line during a business meeting, but now through the effort of Gary Roe
that is just what we do. The Short Line being discussed as one of the monthly committee reports is of
course our Elk County Railway. You saw a picture of the RYs new caboose on page 2.
We can also think of the Burlington Junction RR as a short line in fact several of them. But in
northeast Missouri the short line is the now defunct St. Louis and Hannibal Railway. Andy Sisk wrote
an interesting page on the STL & H saying it was promoted as “Your Community Railroad”. That was
the hope of those responsible to tap the dreams of buried minerals and abundant harvests.
Mac Fisher and I had the opportunity to attend a meeting of Friends of the Short Line at Center
MO. Earlier this spring. What an interesting meeting it was to listen to so many people who had tales
of either riding or watching the railroad. Among those attending was the last known employee, 93
year old Buster Johnson.
Buster Johnson now lives in a rest home. He told
us stories about working as a gandy dancer on the
railroad. Asked if any cars ever went off the tracks,
he laughed and said, “yes, quite often almost every
month”. And they just put them back on with brute
strength, no power equipment. Buster also told us
he was introduced to the short line early, since there
was no black school in Frankfort and he had to ride
a gasoline powered car to New London.
We learned there is a steam engine in the Salt
River. One man said he has an old box car on his
property near Mendon and you can still see the
lettering on it. Mac and I are going to find it and get
a photo.
Is there any question why there is
an engine in the Salt River if you look at
this spindly bridge over the Salt.
The Short Line didn’t last very long,
just 60 years. Steam powered trains
ended south of Bowling Green in 1932,
however Mack Rail buses served
passengers from there to near Wentzville
for some time. In 1944 the track went to
the war effort but there are remnants that
can be easily seen in Center and
Frankford MO.
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This is StL & H #615. It
appears to be a 4-6-0
or 4-6-2. No doubt it
was a very light
engine. I don’t know
where or when the
picture was taken. Jim
Keller found this and I
simply had to use it.
If you would like to
know more about the
Friends of the Short
Line,
they
meet
quarterly.
Their
address is 306 North
5th St. Elsberry MO.
63334.
A book about the short line is available through Speedee Print in Hannibal. Phone 573 221 1514. Mac
has a copy and it is extremely interesting.
From a very old steam
engine possibly built in the
late 1800s, to a new diesel,
one of a kind which appears
to have been built by a
committee. This is an RD20.
The firm that built it is out of
business and the workers at
Burlington Jct have a
number of things to say
about it. The last I heard
they were still trying to get it
to run. It has diesel prime
mover,
with
a
long
generator. The front end is
from a GP 30. I don’t know
where the rest of it came
from.
The annual QSME picnic will be held Saturday August 22nd at Hank Murray house on St.
Anthony’s Road. Members and family are invited, Please bring a covered dish and plates and
utensils. Soda and meat will be furnished. Swimming starts at 4:00Pm and Dinner will be served at
6:00 PM. A map will be available at the club room.
Remember Model Railroading is Fun !!!!!!!!!!!!

