
QSME  NEWSLETTER 
What’s Up Club Wise? 

What’s Henry Done? 

Full Size Railroading! 

If you have been wondering about instructional sessions, here’s the latest. We will begin class 
sessions on the Friday following the business meeting in January. The date will be January 8th 2010. 
The subject will be DCC throttles including their operation, how to acquire an engine, how to MU 
engines, how to dispatch them (release control that is) and how to use the throttle to operate sound, 
The club members present at the October business meeting agreed that while there are more basic 
items that need instruction, using the throttles especially how to acquire control of an engine, is 
probably the most important right now. 

The sessions will begin at 7:30 PM in the clubroom. There will be a sign up sheet on the 
bulletin board. Members wishing to learn more about the subject should sign up no later than the 20th 
of the preceding month. The dates for more classes and the subject of those classes will also be 
posted as well as be listed in each newsletter. 

President Jim Keller and his wife Sharon have graciously agreed to hold a holiday party on 
Saturday November 14th. Larry S has suggested and the club has agreed to hold a regular operating 
session on Friday night the 13th, plus a second operating session on Saturday the 14th at 1:00PM at 
the club. We will then gather at Jim’s for carry in dinner at 6:00PM and will also be able to run trains 

on Jim’s fantastic new 
Milwaukee Railroad layout. If 
you don’t get enough train 
running that weekend it’s your 
own fault. Larry S also said 
anyone wishing can go train 
watching Saturday morning.  

(left) This is what the 
Benezette peninsula looks 
like without Benezette. Ed 
finished the work of removing 
the final portions of the site. It 
is now ready to be leveled 
and a sheet of plywood put 
across the top. The bottom 
track is the loop between 
Williamsport & Youngstown. 

The next one up connects Portland Mills and Clarion and the top track runs between Glen Hazel and 
Emporium. Thanks also to help from Mike and Larry. 



                                                                                                     

The annual QSME late summer 
outing was held at the home of 
Priscilla and Hank Murray and 
we had a wonderful time. 

(left) This was after dinner and 
the round table discussions (BS) 
began. Facing the camera are 
Chuck Fitch and Gary Roe. 
Others left to right are Al 
Durand, George Effrein, Jim 
Keller and Mac Fisher. Mary 
Effrein and Van McCullough are 
seated nearer the camera. 

Hank’s layout was open during 
the afternoon. 

 

Below - A general view of the Quincy Yard with the newly developed industrial area on the 
left (from the Batch Ice Company in the foreground around to the Colossal Caverns underground 
storage in the back). The engine facilities and roundhouse are off to the right. Except for 
the industrial area, the rest of the layout shown is as Don Meyer originally built it - 
including the Golden Spike from Nov. 26, 1969. (Between the truss and plate girder bridges.) 
Immediately behind that golden spike, is one from April 4, 1993 - the date a train first made 
it around at its present location. The Central Valley Terminal Railway will be celebrating 
its 40th birthday this Thanksgiving! 

 Above is the 
description Hank 
sent me. He has 
done marvelous 
things since the 
time we cut Don’s 
layout into sections 
and moved it from 
the basement of his 
home on Maine 
Street to Hanks 
home out southeast 
of Quincy. 

                    

 

 



Left – A general view of the 
eight track staging yard that 
Hank added along an east wall. 

The addition of the staging yard 
was one of the main reasons for 
building the extension, along 
with longer operating distances 
and more industries and towns 

 

 

 

 

 

.(right) Batch Ice Company is  

likely the only icing platform ever 

built on a curve. Hank used left                                                                                                                                

over DPM modular parts. The  

platform was stick built & detailed 

things pulled from what he had  

“at hand”. Model railroaders learn 

never to throw out odds and ends 

because you never know when  

they’ll come in handy. 

 

 

 Another thing I’ve learned over the years is that Model railroaders have some of the most vivid 
imaginations. A case in point is the names they use for businesses. Keating is an exception since 
many of the businesses were named for members of the club such as Roskamp’s A&P Food Store, 
Stoll’s TV and Radio. Doc’s Hobby Shop named for Dr. Julio Castillo, who really had a hobby shop on 
5th street and was a member of the club. But then it came to such businesses as Keystone Kold 
Kaves storage, Benezette  Forge and Foundry and several of the former buildings in Montmorenci.  

 



(left) A close up of the Quincy 
industrial area and classification 
yard. All the buildings shown 
were scratch built. They bear 
names such as Murrays 
Miscellaneous Merchandise 
and Mr. Fixit Tools. 

The two tracks between the 
industrial area and the 
classification yard are the 
service tracks. 

Hank has done wonderful job 
with the origina l layout and 
additions and it runs great too. 

Thanks Priscilla and Hank for 
the great time we all had. 

 

SECOND SECTION 

 Since I subscribe to more than the usual amount of railroad related magazines I have the 
pleasure of finding some really interesting articles. In the November issue of Trains Magazine is a 
very interesting short story by a Western Illinois writer. Daryl Waite lives in Carthage and submitted a 
brief story about a railroad trip he made with his father back in 1957.  

 I wouldn’t have paid a great deal of attention to the story until noticed a great shot of CB&Q 
FTs approaching the Galva diamond then also noticed what I first thought was a picture taken down 
at the edge of Quincy bay. I later read that it shot at a farm belonging to a man I knew fairly well. 

 Daryl Waite’s father was Truman Waite an Adams County farmer whom I became acquainted 
with because he would like to call me early in the morning after heavy rain or snows in his area. 
Truman would say, “We had three inches of rain up here at Lim-ee last night”. He always pronounced 
it Lim-ee or Urs-ee because that was the way he had learned it in his youth. Of course he meant Lima 
or Ursa but I knew that. Truman also grew great sweet corn and each year during the Adams County 
Fair he would throw a huge free corn feed. I once saw one of the Fair Board members eat 12 ears all 
by himself.  

 Several times during the later years of his life Truman would come down to the newsroom at 
WGEM with a big feed sack full of sweet corn, walk over to my desk and tell me to share with the 
crew.  

 Daryl’s story tells of a decision by his father to ship pigs to Buffalo New York in the hopes that 
hog prices would be better. Daryl thought he meant take tem by truck, but Truman told his son they 
were going first class on a freight train. In those days  the Q issued Drover’s passes to let farmers 



accompany their livestock. Sometimes they road in a caboose and other times possibly in the third 
diesel on the head end.  

 Daryl’s story tells about loading their hogs on li vestock cars at the Quincy Bay stock yards then 
being taken to West Quincy and attached to a train for Galesburg. On the way they were on the 
Indiana Harbor Belt and the New York Central. They got to ride the Kansas City Zephyr on the way 
back to Quincy. If you have the magazine, take time to read about the trip. If not I’ll bring a couple of 
copies to the club room. 

Monticello Railroad Museum Big Days 

 Eleven hundred people on Saturday and 800 on Sunday, those were the totals at the annual 
Railroad Days event in September. David F, Larry S, and several others were in attendance. We 
have several pictures thanks to Norfolk Southern Dispatcher Tim Crouch. 

 One of the Decatur area 
TV stations using the old style 
video cameras lines up a shot 
on Leviathan #63 as it prepares 
to make a caboose hop into 
Monticello from the Museum 
site. 

 The Leviathan is a re-
creation of one of the engines 
used at the joining of the Trans-
continental railroad. It was on 
display also at Owosso MI. 

Saturday was the pick day with 
a full day of sun, the next day 
there was some rain. 

 The Wabash Historical 
Society also had their annual 

meeting in Decatur that weekend. 

 Incidentally in the last newsletter I mentioned that the Southern 2-8-0 #401 should be steam 
tested in the near future. David corrected me saying they have already run a steam test on the boiler. 
Now all they have to do is get everything put back together including the jacketing. I want to see that 
one when it runs. I’m sure they’ll also have to get FRA certification for everything, but that’s another 
subject for discussion at another time. 

 If you have never been to the Monticello Museum it is certainly worth the visit. They’ll hold 
Halloween rides, a spooktacular, on October 24th, 25th, and 26th plus Oct 30th and 31st  from 7 to 9 PM 
Fridays and Saturday and Sunday afternoon 1 to 2:30 and 7- 7:30 and 8PM Sunday. Small children 
are advised to ride the Sunday afternoon trains. The regular schedule of rides will be in effect on 
Saturday afternoon both weekends. There is also plenty to see at the yards east of Monticello. 



 

 Monticello’s Wabash 
F7A #1189 is teamed up with 
Norfolk Southerns corporate 
engines F7B # 4276 and F9A # 
4270 for an impressive lash up. 
It certainly was a lot more 
power than was needed to haul 
passenger cars from the 
MRM’s yard into Monticello and 
back, but what the heck it 
looked good. 

 

 

 

 

 

     Here are the same three 

units at the station in Monticello. 

Still a very pretty impressive 

trio.   

 

 

 

 

               As part of the weekend there was an 

          observance of Lincoln’s Illinois heritage 

          with a speech by an actor portraying  

the           Illinois’ favorite son. David said the 
qcto0r          actor did an excellent job. 



 

 One of the special events over 
the weekend included rides on 
speeders.  

 One of the losses when 
Keokuk Junction was sold was the 
loss of speeder operations on 
Sundays. 

 I always wanted ride one of 
those little cars but I never had the 
chance. 

 

 

 

 

 NS F9A #4270 and the  

Wabash F7A 1189 lined up for 

a night shot Saturday night. 

 Sounds like everyone had 

a great weekend. 

 

 

             I promised some copies of the slides 

             taken during the preparation for the  

             Model Railroader article. 

             Here is Johnsonburg with the movie 

             theatre, the Malt Shop and the 1958 

             gas station selling gas for 26.9 cents 
a              a gallon. 

           

           



Member Contributions 

 

 A GP belonging to the 
Louisville and Indiana Railroad 
which serves eastern Indiana 
down to Louisville is pulling a 
grain train near Louisville.  

 Picture is courtesy of 
Jeremy Bubb who had stopped 
to pick up a load of plastic bottles 
back in 2008. 

 

 

 

 

(right) This is the commuter 

rail at Salt Lake City. The cars  

look like the MARC cars. 

Again Jeremy took this picture 

but I don’t know why he was 

out there. He just seems to get 

around a lot. 

 

 

  

 One of the best things about member contributions is that their pictures are taken from vastly 
different aspects. Jeremy recently sent me some pictures of the new base being poured for his full 
size semaphore signal. Remember back a couple of years ago we had a picture of the signal not long 
after he located it.  And Jeff sent me some good pictures of G scale models on his home layout.  

 I still have them and others in my files and I will include several in the final issue for 2009, 
along with a more detailed look at the Abercrombie TT and Northwestern, 15” gauge steam railroad in 
Missouri.   I will also resume following trains on the C&LE in the December or January issue. 



 From Dave Fredrick: 

  I said we get some interesting photos from 
members and here are two that really caught my eye. 

 Yes they are of the cab of a steam engine but what 
an engine SP #4449 taken when it was in Owosso MI.  At 
the very top center is the throttle. The handle is worn 
smooth over the years from engineers pulling and pushing 
on it. 

Down right next to the widow is the Johnson bar basically 
in neutral position as you see it here. It is the lever that 
adjusts the steam engine valve timing and the direction. It 
had to be worked with the throttle to get the best stroke, 
power and speed. On a diesel engine this is replaced by 
the reverser. 

To the left the radios (not seen on earlier engines of 
course) and in the lower center the brake stand  

Look at this picture and tell me 
which valve you would use to 
put more water over the crown 
sheet. Remember this is an oil 
burner. From the left to right 
they are:  feed water heater, 
blower, feed water pump, water 
glass valve, steam heat to 
coaches, water glass valve, 
steam turbine, Mars light 
dynamo, next above yellow 
valve apparently an oil heater. 
The last two at right Van 
couldn’t identify. The three small 
valves in a line were used if the 
water glasses weren’t 
functioning. You open them one 

by one. If water didn’t come out of the top one you needed water, if it didn’t come out of the second 
stop the engine, if it didn’t come out of third one be prepared to abandon ship. Note two water glasses 
turned so both the engineer and the fireman could see them. Van said when he got on an engine the 
first thing he did was blow down the water glass as a safety precaution. The answer to my question 
wasn’t fair because none of these would add water above the crown sheet.  

 Progress is really being made on the Steel Mill complex; however don’t forget we have several 
other projects along the C&LE that need finishing. If anyone would like to volunteer, it would certainly 
be appreciated.  Meanwhile remember that Model Railroading is Fun !!!!!!!!!!!!! 


