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Club News
Steam, Steam and More Steam
Thanks to Meg and Chuck Fitch we will be having a Holiday get-together. They have
volunteered their home for our annual pre-Thanksgiving, pre-Christmas dinner and happy time. It is
scheduled for Saturday November 20th. The usual rules apply bring a covered dish of some type,
meat and drink will be furnished. If you wish something with an alcoholic content then bring it yourself.
We’ve been to Chucks before but this is the first time we will get to see what he is
accomplishing on his home layout. There will be railroad type videos, possibly some entertainment,
and of course a chance to get together with our wives and good friends. [See map page 9 ]
As some more incentive we will hold an operating session Saturday afternoon (Nov 20) at
1:30PM until 5:00PM. That means the regular Friday night operation, Saturday afternoon and a really
good time Saturday evening. Dinner will begin about 6:30PM
You may have wondered when you would get to see the buildings for the Benezette steel mill
complex. Below is a picture of the first three at the layout. Now we have to determine the exact
positioning of the tracks for the complex. (L-R) Electric furnace, rolling mill {rear} and Blast Furnace.
A wall will
cover less than
half of the
open end of
the electric
furnace. The
rolling mill has
a partly open
wall facing
Emporium, and
a series of
outside steps
are still to be
added to the
Blast furnace.
There is also
one more large building and three or four small buildings to be added to the scene .
Does anyone object to putting the fascia back up under the steel mill complex? Please let the
scenery committee know.
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Before I go any further we need to give Ed Dietrich a big hand for all his work in restoring a
level surface as a base on which to build the complex and installing plywood and Homasote. Ed has
already hand built the turn-outs and do the track laying for the complex. I’m certain he could use a gofer at times.
(L) A photographer
and producer from
WKTG the NBC
station at Keating
begin work on a
half hour feature on
the
Chesapeake
and Lake Erie. The
scene is across the
cut from the Old
Depot
Brewery.
Two C&LE workers
driving one of the
new company cars
arrive to offer their
two cents on the project. Incidentally the NBC sig is correct for 1958. I worked for an NBC affili ate for
45 years.
There is another new building at
Montmorenci. This one is a five story
feed mill built by Gary Roe, he writes;
The building is a Walthers kit of the
Red Wing Milling Co. I built it pretty
much by the instructions; but obviously
left off the truck dock on the back side
of the building. Also, I had to move the
power house from the back, due to
clearance issues. I placed it on the left
side, then scratchbuilt a new smoke
stack. The stack in the kit is a much
older style than the building, so the
"steel" stack is more appropriate. It is
a piece of Evergreen styrene tube, held upright by some black nylon string. I also added a few vents
to the roof, which were not part of the original kit. Speaking of the roof, I painted most of it a nice
black color to represent a fresh coat of tar. I was a little sloppy on purpose, indicating that the tar had
been mopped on by hand. I will be adding some more details later, including a few guys applying the
tar to the rest of the roof. I haven't built their company truck or the tar wagon yet. Some time ago, I
received a package in the mail. The company which sent it to me used some old newspaper type
"magazines" for packing material. I noticed the dates on the pages were from the early 50's, so
thought I'd flatten out the pages and take a look. An ad in one of the magazines,
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for a feed mill based in Philadelphia, Pa. The company's name is Pratt's. They specialized in
chicken feed, and had a neat emblem in their ad. I scanned the ad and then used the computer to
"clean it up" a bit, for use as the sign for our feed mill”.
Looks good Gary, thanks.
Steam, Steam and more Steam
It had been so very long since she had felt anything like warmth deep inside her. For 50s years
she had been cold and she felt abandoned left on her own as if no one cared for her. That really
wasn’t true. Some people cared and they had made plans to make her a grand lady once again, but it
took time, 50 years to be exact. Then on September 10th 2010 the old lady began to feel warmth,
deep down inside warmth as if something was happening. Maybe she might once again step out into
the open and run in the sunlight, and she did just that 103 years after she was created she was whole
once again for all the world to see and hear and thrill to what she could do once again.
Southern Railway’s 2-8-0 #401 built in 1907 by the Baldwin Locomotive Works was again in
steam a half century after her fires were turned off.
#401 arrived at the
Monticello
IL
Railway
Museum in 1971 from
Margerum, Alabama. The
volunteers
began
to
restore her in earnest 15
years ago. The now oil
fired 2-8-0 may look
somewhat delicate but she
had no trouble making
several trips back and forth
to town from the museum
site. The official dedication
was
held
Saturday
September
18th
in
Monticello.
David
Fredrick, Jeff Heine and
your editor made the trip
and had a great time riding
trains and enjoying the
distinctive aroma of engine
grease and steam.
Here are some facts on the museum. In 1987, the Museum purchased 7 ½ miles of Illinois Central
Gulf trackage between Monticello and White Heath which parallels the Illinois Terminal right-of-way. A
crossover track connecting the two lines was installed in two weekends, and the first run into
Monticello was made. The Alco RS-3 #301, led the way, followed by Davenport #44, and finally by
steam locomotive #1. An 0-4-0, #1 has since been put to rest and stands silent guard at the entrance
to the grounds.
On the next page are some other scenes from the dedication day.
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The mayor of
Monticello,
a
representative
from
the
Governor, and a
couple of the
folks from the
museum spoke.
Then #401 blew
her whistle and
the
dedication
was official. The
photo only shows
a small part of the
crowd on hand.
Also on hand was
this 71/2” gauge
0-6-0 slope back
switche r. It’s #301
and
completely
handmade
and
hand
fired,
burning crushed
coal.
It was on a
stand that allowed
its drivers to turn.
Tom
Roadcap
was with it and is
a great young
man
showing
children just how
it operated and let
them blow the
whistle.
I
lost
some of my notes
about this engine. It is owned by his father and took three years to build.
In addition to #s 401 and 301 there was also another steam group on hand. A central Illinois
group had set up a 31/2” and 5” oval of track (dual gauge) and was operating live steam engines and
trains in a portion of one the museum’s buildings. Really some neat engines, I’m not sure which were
handmade by members or which were purchased, however I would guess much of the foreign style
could be purchased. Interesting to note that most of the trains were coupled using links and pins.Page4

This is one of
the small
steamers. The
owner fills
water, not
fuel. I was told
they run out of
water faster
than fuel. This
is a gorgeous
4-4-0 Atlantic
of the larger
gauge.

When we
first arrived
we spotted
this gas
work car as
it was
unloaded
and put on
the tracks.
Later they
had 5 or 6
of these
cars giving
free rides
into the
town.

Next year it might be worth our time to schedule a club trip to the museum. #401 is worth the
trip by itself, but in addition there is a great selection of rolling stock and a couple of other engines to
see. I have taken a cab ride in the Canadian National (ex-Via) FPA-4 #6789. It is an old Alco
manufactured by MLW and sounds just like all the old Alco diesel engines did, that is when they idle
they sound like the next piston stroke is going to be their last. It’s worth the money just to hear the
diesel from inside the cab. The next picture gives two members a reason to make the trip.
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Goodness, is that a Milwaukee Road NW-2, or am I seeing things? (at least it’s listed as an NW-2)
Don’t leave yet we’ve got still more steam, both standard gauge and narrow gauge.
Union
Pacific’s
Challenger 4-6-64
#3985
at
Kansas
City
Union Station in
a photo shot on a
gray afternoon by
Jeff Heine. The
train was just
about to leave.
Of the 105
Challengers built
by
American
Locomotive Co.
for U P #3985 is
the last one left.
The engines were built between 1936 and 1943. It is the only operating engine of its class in
the world today and was considered the largest and most powerful steam locomotive ever built.
#3985 last ran in regular train service in 1957. She was retired in 1962 stored in a roundhouse at
Cheyenne WY, until 1875 when it was placed on public display near the Cheyenne depot. In 1981 a
group of UP employees volunteered to restore the engine to running condition and as they say the
rest of history, thank goodness.
The last steam (on the next page) is the impressive #801 of the Arborway TT and Northwestern near
Steelville MO. For more details on the railroad see 2009 November December newsletter.
Page 6

As always #801
leaves
the
roundhouse in the
cleanest possible
condition. She is
thoroughly wiped
down
and
spotless.
The crew keeps
her
that
way
because they love
this 4-8-4, and
why
not
the
engine is a an
example of how a
well kept an engine can look. In the earlier days of steam locomotives engineers were so particular
about their engines that many of them spend extra time keeping them clean and operating perfectly.
Many engines had the names of their engineers painted under the cab windows. I can remember
even the 2-8-0s that the B&O used in the yards at Northern Vernon IN. were as clean as possible,
and that was difficult since several engineers might run the same engine over the seven days they
were in use, but they were proud of them just the same. I don’t see the same care given diesels
except for those in museums and tourist railroads.

The 15” gauge does result in some crowded conditions such as the engineer and his partner in the
S-1 at left. The gondola at right has enough room for about a dozen people including Mary, Yvonne
and Van McCullough. The lady sitting next to Mary is Robin McCoy from Thailand who teaches
English as a second language in Thailand and was one of the people Van and Yvonne met when they
spent a month there last year.
One of the additions to our hobby that is gaining favor among modelers is sound. We have a
few engines on the C&LE that are sound equipped. They do add to the operating sessions. Page 7

In order to learn the proper use of sound and in particular the bell, I e-mailed Jim Hediger at
Model Railroader magazine. He not only sent me an e-mail answer but printed the question and
answer in his column in the magazine. Here’s what he wrote about the use of the bell as it applies to
either steam or diesel.
“Railroad operating rules require an engineer to activate the bell to warn anyone close to the
locomotive that it’s about to move. The engine bell must also be activated whenever the
moving train is approaching and passing over public grade crossings, through a tunnel, or
when it’s approaching any location where passengers, workers, or anyone else is seen near
the track.
The bell is also rung at meets and anytime one train is passing another train, or cars standing
on an adjacent track, as a warning to anyone who may step out from behind the standing
equipment.
The bell is also used (with a reduction in speed) as an emergency warning device in case of a
whistle failure.
Regards,
Jim Hediger, senior editor
Model Railroader magazine . “December M R has three articles on decoder sound & use.”
===========================================================================================

Jeff’s trip to Kansas City also
resulted in a visit inside the Union
Depot. There he found a
display labeled ‘The Model
Railroad Experience’ He writes
“the exhibit consisted of several
different model train layouts. The
main one displayed all types of
model trains ranging from HO to
G scale. The main layout also
had many different trains
operating at the same time. I
think it may have been computer
programmed since several G
scale trains were running on the
same track.”
While this has not been adopted as a club project, several of us are going to set up displays in
the Quincy Museum for their Christmas season. It features ‘Dolls and Trains’. Hank is going to set up
some of his collection of Lionel and O-27. Chuck is also adding to the Lionel display, Gary and Chuck
are combining on a display of HO scale cars and engines particularly CB&Q and Wabash which
served Quincy. In addition there will be a Christmas tree featuring my collection of railroad type
Christmas ornaments. And my G scale train will be set up to run around the base of one Christmas
tree. I’m not sure when we will be setting up but the museum is scheduled to open for the holidays on
November 26th and run through December 31st. If you would like to add anything to the displays
please let me know. All displays will be under glass with no access to the public.
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Here are directions to Meg and Chuck Fitch’s home for those who
haven’t been there. From Broadway or State street turn south on 48th to
Covington. Turn left or west three blocks to Woodbury Court. Turn right
or north, his home is the first one at the Northwest corner. Look for the
C&LE railroad crossing sign in the yard.
If your are coming in Harrison of from the South on 48th, go north
to Covington and make a left turn and follow the rest of the above.
Again we urge you to bring a covered dish and if you wish
something stronger than soda you are your own to bring it.

Here is my Christmas present to you all.
A beautiful (my choice of adjective) EMD
BL-2 correctly painted for Monon #32 in
the colors of Purdue University. It was

purchased by Monon in 1948, and then
acquired by the Louisville and Nashville
Railroad in August 1971. It began
display at the Kentucky Railway
Museum in 1972. I had planned to ride
behind it during the Cincinnati NMRA
convention, but it was out for repairs. I
promise not to print anymore BL-2s. The
photo is by Jeremy Bubb at the Kentucky
Railway Museum at New Haven KY.
It was a cold winter day last
year when Jeff Heine caught
this westbound trailer train
leaning into the curve on the
BNSF main at Niota IL. just
east of the Fort Madison IA.
Bridge over the Mississippi.
The GE in War Bonnet paint
leads two EMD units in BN
green and white. There is some
snow as on the plow and front
end on #324. Thanks Jeff for
coming through once again with
a winter scene for the November-December issue.
For all of you who enjoy this hobby have a very Merry Christmas and a happy New Year. May
the next year bring you and yours all good things possible.

Model Railroading is Fun!!

